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A View from the Ridge 

 Like any home, Rolling Ridge continues to make 
improvements.  Last year saw the completion of the Larry J. 
Peacock Carriage House and remodeling in the Main House with 
a new wellness room, new carpets in the dining room, new 
flooring in the sitting room, and new glass dining table rounds.  
In recent months, the AC on the first floor was restored, dead 
trees are being cut-down providing more sun and lake views 
from the property, the cistern in the courtyard is returning to a 
wishing well fountain, the front entrance is being upgraded, and 
rhododendrons have been planted in the Bowling Green (See 
page 3 for pictures and more details). 
 As we finish up 2017, we have one more home improvement 
project on the docket and need your support.  If you’ve ever 

driven to the Ridge, you know that the 
road can be a bit bumpy and during 
the winter, treacherous.  Thanks to a 
very generous donor, we have $25,000 
towards repaving the front entrance 
and much of the gravel road to the 
house.  Because the road crosses near 
wetlands and a vernal pool, town 
conservation restrictions prevent us from 
paving the entire road.  The areas we 
can pave however will cost $30,000.  

Thus, we need only $5,000 more to pay off this project in full.   
 To help us reach this goal, a second donor is offering a 
matching grant challenge.  Every dollar you give will be 
matched up to $2,500.  What a gift!  What a challenge! 
Will you do your part to help us reach our goal?  If just 25 
people gave $100 each, with our matching grant challenge, we 
will reach our goal of $5,000.  Please give generously to our 
road repaving project and help us create a smoother drive to 
your home at the Ridge.  (You know your car will appreciate it!)  
A pledge card is enclosed in this newsletter.  On behalf of 
everyone who calls the Ridge “home”, thanks for your support! 

 During the summer of 1948, 
Rolling Ridge transitioned from the 
private home of Russell Tyson to a 
retreat home for the United 
Methodists.  It has been a blessed 
69 years of ministry as this 
mansion on the shore of Lake 
Cochichewick continues to be a 
spiritual home for many. 
 As I pass the 8 month mark in 
my tenure as Executive Director, I 
am blessed as I find a new home 
here at the Ridge.  Being away 
from my “home home” in 
California, I’ve been thinking a lot 
about what makes a “home”. 
 It is said that home is where 
your heart is, and I believe that is 
true.  Rolling Ridge is a spiritual 
“home” for many who have found 
their hearts touched here through 
the beauty of the grounds, the 
hospitality of the staff, the 
encouragement of the programs, 
the presence of God in this place. 
 But it’s not just the guests.  
Rolling Ridge is also “home” for 
our staff, who serve the guests 
with all their heart and work hard 
to make this place special.   
 The Ridge is blessed to have a 
staff that considers itself a family 
and recognizes each person who 
comes through our doors as a 
guest into “our home.”   
 Rolling Ridge is “home” 
because of heart — the heart of 
guests who find renewal and the 
heart of staff who go above and 
beyond to welcome everyone. 
 I may have left my heart in  
San Francisco, but I’m 
finding a new home as I 
serve with all my heart 
here at Rolling Ridge.   

FROM THE DIRECTOR: 
LAWRENCE JAY 

 From the Ridge staff family - “Welcome to our ‘home’!” 
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a retreat  

of unity &  

peace 

Experience the rhythms of a Taizé pilgrimage during 

this 3 night, 4 day retreat on the shore of Lake 

Cochichewick in the beauty of North Andover, MA.  

Facilitated by Rick McKinley, this retreat will introduce 

the history and practices of the Taizé community and 

provide times of worship, learning, and community 

sharing.  No prior background in Taizé music is required.  

We will learn songs and share in new prayer practices 

together.  Workshops on justice and solidarity will also 

be provided, along with times of relaxation, renewal, 

and informal fellowship.  To register for this retreat, 

visit www.rollingridge.org/register for our 

programs/taize or call our office at 978-682-8815 

Thursday, February 22 

to Sunday, February 25, 2018  

Our culture runs at a frenetic pace.  People live busy lives and don't 
make the time to slow down.  At Rolling Ridge, we have just the 

solution: A Day Apart Retreat. 

Our Day Apart Retreats were created for busy people who don't 
have time for a full weekend away, but need the opportunity to 

recharge their spiritual batteries and to be renewed. 

Experienced retreat leaders provide insight and instruction.  
Retreatants have opportunity for reflection and rest.  New 
companions for the journey are befriended.  With excellent food and 
a beautiful location along Lake Cochichewick in North Andover, A 

Day Apart Retreat ministers to body, mind, and spirit. 

This year, we are offering three series of retreats: Wellness, 
Leadership, and Spirituality.  Retreatants can register for just one 
Day Apart Retreat, but if they register for any three retreats, they 
will receive a $30 discount.  An overnight and/or wellness treatment 

may be added to extend the Day Apart to a full retreat experience. 

For many in our world, a "sick day" may be needed to tend to one's 
mental health.  A Day Apart Retreat may be just what the doctor 

ordered! 

Coming in the weeks ahead: 

“Well-Being in Ministry”  

with Norman Bendroth on October 2 

 

“Tune up your Spirit;  
Rest, Restore, Renew”  

with Janet Kessenich on October 11 

 

 

“Franciscan Spirituality:  
Connecting with Creation as Kin”  
with Lawrence Jay on October 12 

 
“For a Time such as this:  

Facing Challenging Conversations”  

with Charles McCrea on November 4. 

 

“Celtic Spirituality:  
Celebrating Creation as the dwelling place of God”  

with Carroll Moore on November 9 

 

“Creative Expressions:  
Wellness in Writing” 

 with David Zoffoli on November 8 

 

“Advent Quiet Day”  
with Karen Kilty on December 4 
 

All retreats are $65 per person, and run from 9:30am-3:30pm.   

For more information,  

visit www.rollingridge.org/registerforourprograms. 

THE DAY APART RETREAT AT THE RIDGE 

Are you looking for a time and space to refresh your 

soul?  On the last Sunday of each month, Rolling Ridge 

offers Still Waters as a place for rest, companionship, 

and renewal.  Weaving conversations and food, prayers 

and silence, Still Waters offers a peaceful and renewing 

evening.  Dinner begins at 5:30 pm with a program at 

6:30 pm, concluding by 8:00 pm.  Dinner with program 

is $20 per person.  There is no charge to come just for 

the program. Register at www.rollingridge.org/register 

for our programs/ Still Waters. 

Make plans to join us on the last Sunday of the month: 

October 29, November 26, December 31 
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It’s never too soon to put a date on your December calendar!  Join us on Sunday, 

December 10th as we open our doors to showcase the Winter Art Show of the 

Andovers Artists Guild, along with additional works of art from talented local artists.  

All artwork will be for sale, and a portion of all proceeds will benefit NEIGHBORS 

IN NEED of Greater Lawrence.  Rolling Ridge will offer complimentary refreshments, 

and the event is open FREE to the public.  Call 978-682-8815 for more information.  

RHODODENDRONS RETURN: THE BOWLING GREEN RESTORATION CONTINUES  

It has been a long labor of love getting the 

landscape around the Bowling Green 

ready to receive new plants, and to restore 

the beauty of “what once was” when 

Fletcher Steele imagined the pink to red to 

violet shades of rhododendrons inviting 

people to enjoy the beauty of the fountain. 

Now, thanks to the generosity of Sally and 

John Perkins, the rhododendrons have 

been donated, and the specific 

placement of colors with a diversity of 

new species is on its way to recreating 

the work of nature’s art that Steele 

designed nearly 100 years ago.  

The maintenance and grounds crew at 

Rolling Ridge, under the leadership of 

property manager, Gregory Clarke, 

worked tirelessly removing overgrown, 

dead, invasive plants and trees, to 

expose the beautiful potential awaiting 

a time such as this.  Kudos to the crew, 

and thank you to the Perkins as we plant, 

awaiting to see the rebirth and renewal 

of the garden in the coming years.   

We give great thanks to Sally and John Perkins for 
arranging the five dozen rhododendrons that they 
donated for the restoration of the Bowling Green. 

A big thanks to McCarthy Landscaping in  
North Andover for donating and installing  

new entry posts, creating a more elegant and secure 
feel as you enter Rolling Ridge. 

TRAILS AND SAILS HISTORIC GARDEN TOUR  

On Friday, September 15,  Tyson Hall was 

the gathering spot for over forty people 

who attended the Fletcher Steele Historic 

Garden Tour sponsored by Trails and Sails 

with the Essex National Heritage and Rolling 

Ridge.  Executive Director, Lawrence Jay, 

was the speaker and tour guide for the 

afternoon event.  The tour included an 

overview of the elements of Steele’s design, 

some of which no longer exist on the 38 acre 

property like the Diana statue, the Birdcage, 

the Sunset Lodge Boathouse, as well as the 

famed cascading fountain. Guests also were 

treated to a tour of the inside of the mansion 

at the conclusion of the tour.   

Executive Director, Lawrence Jay, presents 
the work of Landscape Architect,  Fletcher 

Steele.  See the video on YouTube by  
“North Andover CAM” 
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Changing the World 
...One Retreat at a Time 

 

Rolling Ridge is a not for profit  

ministry of hospitality of the  

United Methodist Church 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT: JOANN CARLOTTO 

NEW GROUPS AT THE RIDGE 

As we continue to thrive in a world that desperately 

needs more quiet beauty and gracious hospitality, 

we are grateful that so many groups and 

organizations find us to be exactly what they’re 

looking for.  We welcome to the Ridge:  

 Interaction Institute of Boston 

 Modern Mystery School of Boston 

 Glorious Power Church Pastor's Retreat 

 First Korean Church of Cambridge 

 American Baptist Asian Women's Retreat 

 American Justice Creation 

 Christ is the Answer Church Women's Retreat 

 Community Music Works of Providence RI 
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SUMMER PEACE CONFERENCE 2017 

This past July, over 50 people attended “Speaking Out, Listening Deep: 

Spiritual Grounding for Political Action,” our seventh annual Peace 

Conference with Saturday plenary speaker, Dr. Robert A. Jonas, and local 

community leaders leading Sunday afternoon workshops.  This was the 

first year the Peace Conference spanned a weekend and from those who 

attended, this was a welcomed change.  With an overnight and more 

leisure time, participants had the opportunity to walk the grounds, rest 

amid the beauty, and enjoy leisurely conversation.  As one attendee said, 

the time “filled me with peace and nourished my soul.  And the food was 

good too!”  Plans have begun for our 2018 Peace Conference.  If you’d 

like to be part of the team, contact us at thestaff@rollingridge.org. 

JoAnn Carlotto first came to Rolling 
Ridge in 1982 as a volunteer 
housekeeper during the Jim Todd era. 
After teaching emotionally disturbed 
behavior disordered teens in an 
alternative setting for 22 years, JoAnn 
“retired” and returned to Rolling Ridge 
in 2003 as a cook, baker, housekeeper 
and today,  Guest Services Host.  When 
asked why she came back to Rolling 
Ridge, JoAnn said it “gave me a whole 
different perspective on life because I had been working in a 
negative environment, and I was able to come to a positive 
environment and not worry”.  It also“gave me a new identity in 
hospitality rather than as a teacher.”  When asked about the 
greatest changes since 1982, JoAnn said “moving from a youth 
camp to an adult retreat center”, and “the beaten up mansion 
has been transformed to a warm and hospitable place, and is 
once again respected.” JoAnn’s hope for the future of Rolling 
Ridge is that “it continues to host programs for adults so that 
more will understand who we are and what we’re about so they 

can benefit from the programs and this space.” 

MAKING THE CREATION CONNECTION: 
Christians and Environmental Justice 

The Christian faith  is often portrayed as being “anti-environment,”  
but in fact Christianity has deep roots in theology, the Bible, contemplative 
traditions, and ethical principles that call us to 
care for creation and create a just and life-
sustaining society.  On Saturday, November 11,  
from 9:30am-4pm, retreat leader Margaret 
Bullitt-Jonas will offer a three-part framework   
to transform hearts and minds about our 
environmental responsibility as Christians and to 
inspire bold and faithful action.  

To register, go to www.rollingridge.org/registerforourprograms 

Sponsored by Rolling Ridge Retreat and Conference Center, American 
Baptist Churches Creation Justice Network, TABCOM Creation Care 
Ministries, Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, Episcopal Diocese of 
Western Massachusetts Mass. Conference, United Church of Christ, 
Massachusetts Council of Churches, New England Synod, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church,  New England United Methodist Conference, New 
England Yearly Meeting of Friends (Quaker)  

OUR WISH LIST  
 
 

Here are things we 
could use if you don’t 
need them anymore: 

 High End Walkie-
Talkies 

 Kayaks/Canoes 

 Outdoor Rocking 
Chairs 

 Serving Dishes 

 New Patio Furniture 

 High Efficiency 
Washer and Dryer 

 Two Flat Screen 
TV’s , large/
conference sized. 

 Four comfy leather 
family room chairs 

 Four Drawer File 
Cabinet in GOOD 
condition 

 Return Diana  
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