
The San Damiano Cross  was an important icon for 

St. Francis of Assisi.  While meditating on the cross, the young Francis 
heard the crucified Christ speak, calling him to "go rebuild My house; as 
you see, it is all being destroyed.”  That commission transformed Francis, 
and through Francis' life and commitment to Christ, it transformed the 
larger Christian church.  Today, 800 years later, the San Damiano cross 
continues to speak, not just to Franciscans, but to anyone who longs to 
see Christ's church restored and their own lives renewed. 
 

Join us for a special Day Apart Retreat on the Feast Day of St. Francis as 
we explore the story of Francis and the San Damiano cross, and examine 
the images on this iconic symbol through insights from the Gospel of 
John and the writings of Francis. With Jesus suspended at the center of 
the cross, many other biblical figures are present and together, they tell 
the mysteries of creation, incarnation, and glory that transformed 
Francis. 
 

Taize-style worship and prayer, silence and sharing, teaching and 
reflection will frame this day of contemplation.  May the San Damiano 
Cross transform and inspire you as it did Francis, turning a self-centered 
spoiled young man into a saint who embraced the outcasts of this world 
and transformed the church. 

 

Lawrence Jay  is the Executive Director of Rolling Ridge.   

An ordained American Baptist pastor, Lawrence did his doctoral work on Franciscan 
Eco-Spirituality, and was lovingly referred to as a "Baptiscan" by his Franciscan 
advisors.  A California native, he is a graduate of the Franciscan School of Theology 
and the American Baptist Seminary of the West in Berkeley.  
To honor his kinship with creation, he is a vegan, and even has two healthy vegan 
(yes, vegan) cats, Francis and Bonaventure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

660 Great Pond Road 

North Andover, MA 01845    

978-682-8815 
 

Register on line at:  

www.rollingridge.org  
Registration:  $70 

(includes program and lunch)  

We suggest an arrival time of 9am.  Please let us know upon registration if you have dietary restrictions. 

Create an all inclusive personal retreat!  
Come and stay overnight the night before, 
enjoy dinner, and a hot breakfast the next 
morning, plus your overnight private room 

and program: $139 pp. 
 Opportunities for Massage and Body Work, 

or spiritual direction are available  
at an additional fee.   

St. Francis  
and the 

San Damiano Cross: 

A retreat of transformation 

With Retreat Leader:  

Lawrence Jay 

Friday, October 4, 2019  
9:30am-3:30pm 


